
 

To Mike ~  

It is hard to believe that this amazing dream of yours called 1GPA started 11 years ago this 

month. 1GPA was started as the result of you always striving for something better. A better 

way. A better solution. A better opportunity to serve.  

You had a dream to create a cooperative that was not merely equal to the rest. You created 

one that defied the odds. One that put customer service and procurement to the forefront. A 

cooperative that would always go beyond the standard. 

Thank you for allowing me to be one of the first people selected to serve with you on your 

quest to becoming the cooperative that would do just that.  

Working with you from day 1 meant that I had the privilege to see your dream and vision 

before it became a reality. The brainstorming sessions at Cafe Boa and US EGG. The research. 

The time. The spreadsheets (you called me the spreadsheet queen    ). How were we going to 

set ourselves apart? What was going to be different about 1GPA? How would we better 

serve our communities, our schools (our members), our vendors, our team?   

You were going to change the cooperative purchasing world and I was there to support you 

every step of the way. 

As your dream became a reality and we continued to grow, you told me that when you 

decided to retire, I would be your replacement. (I used to joke with you that I would try and 

call you after your retirement to bounce an idea off of you; you would be on a beach 

somewhere and I would have to ask you to step inside as I couldn’t hear you due to the loud 

waves of the ocean.) I never imagined that my following in your footsteps with 1GPA would 

lead us to this path. 

I promise that we will continue in the pursuit of excellence in all that we do.  

Your amazing 1GPA team will continue your mission and vision knowing that you are 

looking down from heaven smiling on us. 1GPA will continue to carry on the promotion of 

excellence in every way, just as you would have expected us to do. We will continue your 

legacy through our continued support and dedication to our Members and Vendors.  

It is an honor and a privilege that you selected me to be your successor. I promise I won’t let 

you down and will never give up on the continuation of your legacy.  



Thank you for your support and for your guidance. Not just professionally but personally as 

well. Family first was always your motto. You helped me in far more ways than I ever had 

the opportunity of expressing to you. Thank you for believing in me and for always pushing 

me beyond the limits I thought I had. 

You set out with a dream to create a cooperative that was not like the rest. You may rest 

easy Mike, as you did just that. 

Until we meet again, 

Christine Victoria (As Mike referred to me) 

1GPA, President 


